
Fiona Lovatt BVSc PhD DSHP FHEA DipECSRHM FRCVS 



If you are in England & no other notifiable 
diseases are suspected, then APHA will 
give you an authorisation code to allow 
your private vet to submit samples for 

free testing for up to 3 affected animals. 

It is really important that 
people report cases!



Very sick sheep
High mortality

Cows not in calf
Premature births

Dummy calves
Calf deformities 



We fully expect there to be a low 
number of cases at the beginning 
of an outbreak with a huge 
increase in numbers a month or 
two later, as the pressure of 
midges & virus increase.

This increase is more dramatic in a 
summer when:
- the weather is warmer &/or
- rates of vaccination are lower.



These figures from 
mainland Europe 

where temperatures 
are usually higher than 

UK so arguably a UK 
outbreak likely to 

occur slightly later.



Early 
August

Early 
October

Number of 
flocks/herds 

per week

UK in a hot summer

NO VACCINATION

50% VACCINATION 
COVERAGE

Number of weeks since 4th August



There is no evidence to suggest that 
the Bluetongue vaccines have a 
negative effect on fertility.

However, Bluetongue disease itself 
has a very serious effect on male 
fertility.

It is very important to undertake 
vaccination before the virus 
arrives on farm and ideally 
before the start of the breeding 
season.
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It is OK to give Bluetongue 
vaccination to pregnant animals. 

However, it is always sensible to 
avoid administering medicines or 
handling stock too much in the 
period up to six weeks after the 
start of breeding to minimise 
stress during the implantation of 
embryos.



Is it too late to vaccinate against Bluetongue 
with respect to breeding?
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